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Events at DPC Grounds shown in bold. Events may be subject to change

March:

20th
Rally Day – Showjumping Grading

April:

3rd
Rally Day – Showjumping Clinic

10th 
Metro Cup – Ryde

14th – 27th
Royal Easter Show

17th
Rally Day
May:

1st
DPC Closed Showjumping Competition

8th
Zone Showjumping – Forest Hills
15th
Rally Day – Proposed Trail ride and Picnic day
13th-15th May
Hawkesbury Show

29th
Zone Polocrosse – Forest Hills

June:

5th
Rally Day – ODE/Dressage Clinic

12th
Zone Horsemanship – Forest Hills

19th
DPC Closed Dressage Competition

July:

3rd
Rally Day – Proposed Fete/Open Day

17th
DPC Closed ODE Competition

31st
Zone Mounted Games – Manly/Warringah
August:

7th
Rally Day – Showriding Clinic

14th
Zone ODE – Dural

21st
DPC Closed Showriding Competition

September:
4th
Rally Day

17th – 18th
DPC Camp and Rally Day

25th
Zone Showriding – Ryde 
October:
2nd
Rally Day

16th
DPC Closed Sporting
30th
Zone Dressage – Avondale 

November:
6th
Rally Day

20th
Rally day

26th – 27th
Zone Jamboree – Castle Hill
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1st – 3rd April
Castle Hill Show

3rd April
Show Jumping Clinic with George Johnson – please see form attached at the end of Flat Chat
10th April
Metro Cup at Ryde Pony Club – details TBA
14th – 27th April
Royal Easter Show
13th – 15th May
Hawkesbury Show – Pony Club Events are held on Friday 13 May, entry is on the day. It is a great event and we hope many Dural members can attend. Please follow the link for the event program: http://www.hawkesburyshow.com.au/pdf2011/pony_club.pdf

If you are interested in attending open classes or the dressage competition entries close on 21st April.
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State Sporting

Congratulations to Emma W, Iveta M, Imogen B and Courtney W have made the times to get to state for sporting. This will be held on 16th and 17th April at Gunning (between Goulburn and Yass). We wish them the best of luck!!

Equestrian NSW  Interschools Championship 3-6 March

Almost 500 competitors descended on SIEC early in March to compete at the Equestrian NSW Interschools Championships. Dural Pony Club members Grace A, Paige R-K and Jane W competed for their schools with outstanding results:

Eventing:

Prelim Intermediate 3rd Jane W

Newcomers Intermediate 2nd Paige R-K
Combined Training:

80cm Intermediate 3rd Grace A
Well done girls!!

Zone 23 Equitation 13 March

Well done to the 10 members that represented DPC at the Zone 23 Equitation competition held at the Arcadia Pony Club grounds on March 13.   

45cm Class

Isabella E riding her new horse Jenna (only graded E the week before) did two confident and well ridden rounds.

Sarah Wi riding Oscar (also only graded E the week before) placed 3rd in her first round but had an unlucky refusal in their second round.

Sarah R riding Rambo had an outstanding first round and placed 1st.  An amazing effort after her exit from pony club in an ambulance the week before!!

Sammie C-B and Molly did a fast but clear first round, then came out in their second round and showed beautiful style over the fences at a slightly slower pace to place 4th. 

60cm Class

Madeline S riding Cody  placed 6th in their second round.  Special mention should be made of the outstanding level of presentation of Madeline and Cody.

Nicolette E riding Rosie (only graded D the week before) placed 1st in their first round and 5th in their second round and also took out Reserve Champion.  I think Nicolette also received Res Champ last year in the 45 cm class.  We will be expecting big things from Nicolette next year in the 75cm class!!!

75cm Class

Courtney W riding Barney put in her usual high level of riding and presentation but missed out on a ribbon this time.

Paige R presented and rode Pixie beautifully for a  4th in the first round and a 3rd in the second round and took out Reserve Champion.

85cm Class

Kimberley B riding  Solo missed out on a ribbon but I managed to see some of her round and was shocked by the huge improvement in her riding skills.  Definitely one to watch for next year!!

Well done also to Grace A riding her new horse Dazzle.  Dazzle decided that he would show the judges just how fast the round could be done but Grace showed just what a skilled rider she is and managed to keep Dazzle on track and jumped the jumps with style.    

Well done to all the riders.  Full results can be found on the Zone 23 web site.    








Karen W
[image: image7.jpg]




The world's horse population is approx 75,000,000 Million. 
China has the most horses estimated at 10,000,000 Million
There are over 350 different breeds of horses and ponies.
The oldest horse was "Old Billy" an English barge horse , born in 1760 , who lived to the age of 62.

The oldest pony in history was 54 yrs old when he died in France. 
The oldest horse ever to give birth was a 42 yr old Australian Stock Horse Broodmare.
The smallest breed is Fallabella of Argentina, the tallest stands at 30".
The smallest pony in history was a stallion named Little Pumpkin he stood 14 inches and weighed only 9 kilos.
The worlds largest horse ever recorded was a Shire gelding named Samson bred by Thomas Cleaver of Toddington Mills, England. Foaled in 1846 , this horse measured 21.½hh in 1850 and weighed 1524 Kilos, making Samson the heaviest horse in the record books.
The longest horse mane was 5.48 metres long and grown by a Californian mare named Maude.
The longest horse tail measured was 6.70 metres long. It was grown by an American palomino named Chinook. 
If you see a statue in the park of a person on a horse with both front legs in the air, the person died in battle, if the horse has one front leg in the air the person died as a result of wounds received in battle, if the horse has all four legs on the ground  the person died of natural causes.

Grey horses are supposed to be lucky.
Horseshoes are supposed to be lucky and must be hung right side up.
The luckiest horseshoe of all is the one off the hind leg of a large grey mare.
A British law states that an Englishmen must not sell a horse to a Scotsman.
In New York City, it is illegal to open or close an umbrella in the presence of a horse.
The British racehorse Humorist who won the English Derby in the early 1920's, should never have been able to race. When he died shortly after the Derby, an autopsy was made and it was found that he had been born with only one lung.

It is important to understand exactly how a horse jumps. For this reason the jump is divided into five phases:

1. The Approach 
2. The Take-Off 
3. The Moment of Suspension 
4. The Landing 
5. The Get Away or Recovery

PHASES OF THE JUMP - THE HORSE 

Phase 1: The Approach 
The horse must be going forward in balance, with impulsion and rhythm. 
The quality of the jump is closely related to the quality of the pace during the approach. The jump itself depends largely on a correct approach. 

Phase 2: The Take-Off 
Before the moment of take-off, the horse lowers his head and stretches his neck, measuring up the fence and preparing for the spring. At the moment of take-off he shortens his neck slightly, raises his head and lifts his forehand off the ground, immediately bending his knees and folding up his forelegs. He then brings his hocks underneath him and, as his hind feet touch 'the ground, he stretches his head and neck and uses the power of his hindquarters to spring forward and upward.

Phase 3: The Moment of Suspension 
While in the air, the horse stretches his head and neck forward and downward to their fullest extent. He rounds his back. The forelegs are tucked up. The hind legs, having left the ground, follow the parabola of the body. 
If the horse fails to lower his head and neck and hollows or flattens his back, the jump will be inefficient and he will need to make more effort to clear the fence. 

Phase 4:The Landing 
The horse straightens his forelegs and prepares to meet the ground. He momentarily raises his head to balance himself. His forelegs touch down one after the other, followed by the hind legs. 
His back should remain supple so that his hind legs can move well under him before they touch the ground. 

The horse straightens his forelegs and prepares to meet the ground. He momentarily raises his head to balance himself. His forelegs touch down one after the other, followed by the hind legs. His back should remain supple so that his hind legs can move well under him before they touch the ground. 
Phase 5: The Get-Away (or Recovery) 
The get-away stride should be fluent, with the horse's hocks coming well underneath him, so that the balance, rhythm and impulsion of the pace are re-established as soon as possible. This is important because the approach to the next fence may have already begun.


Flat Chat
The April/May issue of Flat Chat will be emailed on 16th April. A few hardcopies will be available at our Rally Day on 17th April and it will be available to download off the internet on this day. If you would like to contribute to Flat Chat and we welcome all contributions (and especially photos!!) for the April/May edition please email it to: greatestcake@bigpond.com by Monday 11 April. All correspondence received after this date will appear in our May/June edition.
Classifieds

If you have something to sell then why not advertise it in Flat Chat. For a gold coin donation to the club we can put you on our classifieds page (coming soon). Please email photos and descriptions to greatestcake@bigpond.com

At our Rally Day on 6 March we had a visit from Equine Dentist Don Comans. He brought along two skulls, one of a young horse and one of an older horse. He was able to demonstrate how horses teeth get sharp, how the bit sits in the horses mouth and why it is important to have your horses teeth done regularly. It was extremely interesting and informative. If you were unable to have your horses teeth done that day but would like to get into contact with Don please call him on 0405 655 050 or 02 4576 7676. 

Thank you also to Esther B who after the dentists visit took a small group of riders around some of the jumps on the cross country course. She did an excellent job of instructing them and they had a marvelous time. Thanks again Esther!!!
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bridle 
hay
farrier 
foal
walk 

colt
trot

filly
canter 
hoof
gallop 
mane
hands
tail
pony 

horse
mare 

sire
stallion 
dam
breeds
SPOT THE DIFFERENCE (there are 11 changes)

Dural and District Pony Club

Show Jumping Clinic

with George Johnson

George Johnson is a Level 1 EA NCAS Coach and was a member of the National Young Rider Showjumping Squad and has successfully made the transition to Open competition. George travels to compete at most major events and has enjoyed considerable success with his horses Ozbred & Wondaree Sprite.

Sunday 3rd April 2011

At Dural PC Grounds Bannerman Rd Kenthurst

First group commences at 9.00 am

Grades
The clinic is for members currently graded, or those wishing to be graded, E through to A grade.
Times
The times for each group will be posted on the DPC web during the week before.  Please check in case you are in the early group!

Fee
A fee of $15 will be collected on the day to help cover the cost of the instructor.  The club will sponsor the balance.
Forms
Separate entry form for each rider/horse combination.  You can only ride one horse in the clinic.


Forms must be handed to Karen Wilton at the rally days in March, or emailed to her at karenw@csas.com.au, or posted to 28 Hession Rd, Nelson by Sunday 20th March.
Enquiries
Karen Wilton – 0417077959 or A/H 9679 1278

Wet Weather No
9654 1076

ENTRY FORM – DURAL SHOW JUMPING CLINIC
NAME __________________________________________  AGE ______________________

ADDRESS ___________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________POST CODE ______________TELEPHONE NO ________________

HORSES NAME __________________________________ 

Is this your nominated Pony Club Mount?   Yes   No

Current Show Jump Grade: ________________  E D C B A

If you are currently not graded, but will be attending the grading day on March 20

which grade would you like to try for? ___________________

PARENTS SIGNATURE (if rider under 18 years of age) 

Or RIDER’S SIGNATURE if over 18 years of age


__________________________________
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Caitlin B representing Zone 23 at State Showriding Championships





Thank You…..














Just for Fun……





Showjumping





Interesting Horse Facts








